We have been recently consulted in the matter of a scheme to commemorate the Queen's long reign, proposed by one of our readers, which we think so excellent in conception that it is well it should be made more widely known. A lady, desiring to make her offerings to charitable institutions through her grandchildren proposes to pay certain sums to various institutions in the names of the children, this money to accumulate so that at a certain age it will amount to the sum which will render each child a life governor of the chosen institution. In this way quite a moderate sum can be so distributed as to render material assistance to the charities to be benefited, and be the means of exciting a genuine interest in them on the part of the young people one day to be associated in the work of the institutions.
In connection with the Seamen's Hospital, Green- would allude is the high and increasing puerperal mortality in the Haydock district. The death-rate both from puerperal fever and from accidents of child-birth has been far higher during the last twenty-five years than during the preceding quarter of a century, so much so that the combined mortality from both causes has been more than twice as high between 1871 and 1895 as it was between 1847 and 1870, and far higher than in the rest of England.
In the five years from 1891 to 1895 the maternal mortality from these two causes amounted to 11*85 per 1,000 children born alive, the corresponding rate for England and Wales being 5*50. This seems to be a matter worthy of the most careful investigation.
